Our Native Preachers in India __-What~ 
Manner of Men Are They? 


BY B. H, BADLEY, D. D. 


Here is a letter from one of them, Rev. Hassan Raza 
Khan, who has charge of the Kasgunge circuit, on the west- 
ern side of the Ganges in Etah. Under date of September 6, 
he writes to his presiding elder, Rev. C. L. Bare, as follows: 


[ TRANSLATION, ] 


Dear Sir: At present there seems to me to be a peculiar state of 
things in this zila [county ]. On all four sides people are calling, “Come! 
We are ready, heart and soul: baptize us!” I am going, and am bap- 
tizing. 6 

A hopeful thing is that our work goes on among all classes. In 
Soron, the Church of England Mission has labored twenty-five years 
but with no results. Thank God, our work this month has opened 
there: fifty persons well persuaded, have been baptized and many 
others will soon accept Christ. 

With the few rupees you gave me for my work I have put on four 
teachers, and where these teachers have been set to work, in every place 
from thirty to forty boys are learning diligently. These have all 
become Christians and their fathers and mothers are Christians also. 

As you know, this zila is very large. The people, thank God, now 
acknowledge that they are sinners: “Save us!” they say. 

At present, in fifteen places the people are quite ready to become 
Christians, but they say, “Be so good as to place a teacher in our 
midst; we will supply a school-house and a place for the teacher to 
live.” These fifteen places have a population of three thousand. 

Now, I wish your advice what to do with these people. If I at this 
‘time baptize these three thousand how shall they receive instruction, 
and how will their boys and girls be taught? Andif they are not bap- 
tized—this does not seem proper—for God to give us people and for 
us to refuse them! Be pleased to give special thought to this business 
and give me help, then these will come to Christ. 

If you can answer this letter soon it will be well. Enough. My 
salam to yous Your Brother, 

Hassan Raza Kwan, 


This earnest missionary writes as follows in the Star of 
India, September 12: 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 


I praise God thousands and thousands of times that He gives me 
strength for working and that He himself carries on His work. 

About ten days ago a mancame to me from Patiala and said: 
“Come to my house; we all want to accept Christ and be baptized, and 
so far as able we will help you.” On hearing this good news I at once 
called three brethren and we started with the man to his home, twenty- 
five miles from Kasgunge. We found the people prepared and straight- 
way twenty-five men and women were baptized; they gave twelve 
annas [thirty-six cents] to the collection, and entertained us. We 
remained here a day and night; the second day, early in the morning 
aS we were praying with the new converts, a man came from Seman- 
pur and said: “Come to my house; I and my family wish to accept 
Christ.” Hearing this we were made glad and went with him. Reach- 
ing his house six men and women accepted Christ in baptism; they 
gave two annas [six cents] to the collection, and entertained us. 

Thence we started to Sahawar; in the way we met a man who said: 
“Sir, I*went to Patiala to meet you but found you had gone to Seman- 
. pur. Tat once went to Semanpur, and was told you had left for Saha- 
war. I have come running to ask that you will kindly go to Darwar- 
agunge; about a hundred of us love Christ with all our hearts and are 
ready to join you.” 

On hearing this I knelt on my knees and thanked God again and 
again. I was at that time helpless, as walking in the hot sun had 
brought on fever. I encouraged the man and promised to visit him in 
eight days. ‘“ Pray to God day by day,” I said, “and repent of your 
sins.” I sent two brethren, Wahid Ullah Khan and Tika Ram, with 
him, telling them to stay four or five days and pray with the people. I 
promised to come on the eighth day. 

I returned to Kasgunge. The same day a brother working in Mar- 
hare came and said: ‘‘Be pleased to come to Marhare; in a number of 
places the people are ready. Come and baptize them.” I shall go to 
Marhare to-morrow. 

To-day, Bro. Yuhanna, who works in Gegri, Aligarh, came and 
said: ‘Come to my field: one hundred and fifty people are ready and 
waiting for baptism.” 

In short, from all four sides comes the voice: “Come, we are 
ready!’’ I am ready to do the Lord’s work, and shall go to all these 
places. The work spreads among all classes; all love Christ! Twenty 
days ago in Chauni four Mohammedans accepted Christ. It is certain 
that others will do the same before the month closes. 


I request all our brethren and sisters to pray to God that this zila 
and Aligarh may soon become Christ’s, and that the Lord may give all 
of us spiritual and bodily strength that we may take up the cross and 
be numbered among His brave soldiers. 

If it were possible we would gladly present the readers of 
the Central with a portrait of this faithful missionary; as this 
cannot be done a brief descriptive account must suffice. Bro. 
Khan is about thirty years old; he is a convert from Mohamme- 
danism, one of the best we ever had in our conference. He 
was converted and baptized when a young man and was soon 
called to preach. After serving several years as an exhorter 
and local preacher, giving proof of his ability, he was admitted 
on trial (North India Conference) in 1886, and two years later 
received into full connection. He was ordained deacon in 1887 
by Bishop Ninde, elder in 1890 by Bishop Thoburn. He has 
had charge of his present circuit four years or more; each year 
has witnessed its growth. - Last conference he reported four 
hundred members and probationers. This year he will report 
at least two hundred, perhaps three hundred, more. These 
hundreds will grow into thousands. 

In appearance Bro. Khan is tall and slender. He looks a 
minister; his face is spiritual; out of a score of men he would 
be selected as well qualified for a monastery; but as the above 
extracts show, he is anything but a monk or recluse. He is 
full of sympathy with his countrymen still in darkness of 
heathenism and Islamism; every reader of these lines will 
surely pray that he may: have the pleasure of baptizing the, 
“three thousand” of whom he writes. 

Bro. Khan is an interesting preacher. By nature he is 
quiet, and in the conference discussions his voice is seldom 
heard; but he is at home in the villages on his large circuit 
and never wearies of telling the story of the Cross. He is 
comparatively young and we hope has many years before him. 
Such a man, young, zealous, consecrated, placed in the midst 
of a great community of heathen people, can do incalculable 
good. He preaches by deed as well as by word, and the influ- 


a 


ence of such a life cannot be measured. We envy our brother 
his appointment and ability. He is doing a glorious work and 
will have many stars in his crown. 

Bro. Khan’s salary as a missionary is about one hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum. He has a wife and family. What 
a privilege it would be to have such a man as one’s own mis- 
sionary—to be able to hand the Missionary Secretaries a check 
for two thousand five hundred or three thousand dollars, with 
an order to use the interest in supporting Bro. Hassan Raza 
Khan, and after him another—aud so on to the end! This 
would surely be laying up treasures in heaven. 

We have many such native preachers in our North India 
Conference; men who can walk from village to village, sleep- 
ing under a tree at night; men who can swim a river when it 
has to be done that they may fill their appointments; men 
wholly given up to the Lord’s work. A glance at our ‘confer- 
ence roll shows only thirty names of foreign missionaries and 
fifty native members. In 1889sevenof the latter were admitted ; 
in 1890, six; thus the number grows and the fifty will soon be 
a hundred. 

If such a conception is possible as that of a wealthy lay- 
man “running” our Missionary Society—paying all the bills, 
directing the policy—as a business affair, one of the first ques- 
tions he would ask is, ‘Can I get good, reliable native agents 
in those foreign fields? Can they be produced there? Is the 
material of the right sort?” With an affirmative to these ques- 
tions he would certainly multiply these agents—and wisely; 
for they are cheaper than foreign. agents and require neither 
passage money nor furloughs. It is a pleasre to speak a word 
in praise of our native preachers in India. They are reliable, 

devoted, successful. May the Lord multiply them a hundred- 
fold\—Central Christian Advocate. 
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